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SUBJECT: GOI SEEKS US KNOW-HOW FOR RECOVERY OF SCHEELITE 
FROM GOLD TAILING DUMPS 

1 . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA'S DEPARTMENT OF MINES OF THE MINISTRY 
OF STEEL AND MINS HAS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ACQUIRING U.S. 
PROCESS KNOW-HOW FOR THE RECOVERY OF SCHEELITE FROM TAILING 
DUMPS OF THE GOI'S KOLAR GOLD FIELDS, KARNATAKA STATE. THIS 
WOULD INVOLVE UNDERTAKING INVESTIGATIONS FOR THE RECOVERY 
OF SCHEELITE LEADING TO A POSSIBLE LICENSING AGREEMENT 

FOR THE RECOVERY OF SCHEELITE LEADING TO A POSSIBLE LICENSING 
AGREEMENT FOR THE SETTING UP OF A PLANT OF SUITABLE CAPACITY 
FOR PRODUCTION OF MARKETABLE HIGH GRADE CONCENTRATES. 

2. THE KOLAR GOLD FIELDS, WHICH HAVE BEEN MINED SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF THIS CENTURY, ARE PRESENTLY BEING WORKED BY THE 
PUBLIC SECTOR BHARAT GOLD MINES LIMITED. ACCORDING TO THE 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (GSI) THE TAILING DUMPS AS OF 1968 
HAD REACHED ABOUT 34 MILLION TONS. CURRENT MINING OPERATIONS 
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BULK OF THE TAILINGS CONTAIN SOME SMALL PERCENTAGE OF 
TUNGSTEN (W03) ONLY ABOUT 280,000 TONS ARE CONSIDERED HIGH 
GRADE TAILINGS AVERAGING 0.154 PERCENT W03. THE GRADE 
AND QUANTITY OF TAILING DUMPS ARE NOTED AS FOLLOWS: 

W03 CONTENT AVERAGE GRADE ESTIMATED TONNAGE 

W03 TAILING DUMPS 


0.100 PERCENT AND ABOVE 0.154 

0.020 PERCENT AND ABOVE 0.0405 

0.010 PERCENT AND ABOVE 0.0245 

0.007 PERCENT AND ABOVE 0.0135 


279.000 

554.000 

13.248.000 

33.710.000 


3. PAST TESTS INVOLVING A COMBINATION OF TABLING, ROASTING 
AND MAGNETIC SEPARATION TECHNIQUES CONDUCTED BY THE GSI ON 
DUMPS CONTAINING 0.14 PERCENT W03 HAVE YIELDED A HIGH GRADE 
SCHEELITE CONCENTRATE (6# PERCENT W03) WITH A RECOVERY OF 
6666(034:3,5. HOWEVER, SIMILAR TESTS ON SAMPLES CONTAINING 
0.034 PERCENT W03 DID NOT PROVE SATISFACTORY. 


4. U.S. FIRMS WHICH MAY POSSESS THE NEEDED TECHNOLOGY 
AND ARE INTERESTED IN FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING THIS 
PROPOSAL, SHOULD CONTACT MR. J. MARWAHA, JOINT SECRETARY, 
DEPARTMENT OF MINES, ROOM 315A WING, SHASTRI BHAVAN, 

NEW DELHI, INDIA. SAXBE 
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